This study investigated the relationship between the ability to recognize emotion and interpersonal behavior in dementia of the Alzheimer type (DAT). After examining the validity and reliability of the Emotion Recognition Test (ERT), an improved version of the tasks used by Shimokawa et al. (2000), 100 patients with DAT underwent evaluation for general cognition using the Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE) and emotion recognition using the ERT. Within a week of these tests being administered, ward staff rated the patients using the Interpersonal Behavior Checklist (IBC), composed of two behavior scales: indifference to interpersonal relationships and difficulties with patient treatment/management. After investigating the validity and reliability of the scales, the correlations between the MMSE, the ERT, and the two scales of the IBC were calculated. The results suggested that the MMSE did not correlate with either of the two behavior scales, while the ERT correlated significantly with both of the scales. The study results lead to the conclusion that deteriorating emotion recognition ability, rather than deterioration of general cognition, influences the indifferent and awkward interpersonal behaviors of DAT patients.
Deterioration of memory and cognitive abilities commonly occurs at the early stage of dementia. In addition to the cognitive changes, psychiatric symptoms and behavioral disorders, such as agitation, depression, wandering and aggression, are also well recognized. To assess these symptoms and problem forms of behavior, many tools have been developed (Helmes et al., 1987; Patel et al., 1993; Aarsland et al., 1996) . Disruptive behavior in demented patients has been researched and is reported to occur with increasing frequency as the disease progresses (Sultzer et al., 1992) .
The above studies are biased toward explicitly abnormal behavior, which is perceived as stressful for family members and caregivers. However, subtle behavior
